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at issue what the law has settled. A lawyer is to do for his client all that his client might fairly do for himself, if he could. If, by a superiority of attention, of knowledge, of skill, and a better method of communication, he has the advantage of his adversary, it is an advantage to which he is entitled. There must always be some advantage, on one side or other; and it is better that advantage should be had by talents than by chance. If lawyers were to undertake no causes till they were sure they were just, a man might be precluded altogether from a trial of his claim, though, were it judicially examined, it might be found a very just claim1.' This was sound practical doctrine, and rationally repressed a too refined scrupulosity2 of conscience.
Emigration was at this time a common topick of discourse3. Dr. Johnson regretted it as hurtful to human happiness : ' For (said he) it spreads mankind, which weakens the defence of a nation, and lessens the comfort of living. Men, thinly scattered, make a shift, but a bad shift, without many things. A smith is ten" miles off: they'll do without a nail or a staple. A taylor is far from them: they'll botch their own clothes. It is being concentrated which produces high convenience4.'
1  See ante, ii. 53.
2  See ante, iv. 6, note 2.
3  See ante, iii. 262.   Johnson ( Works, ix. 33) speaks of ' the general dissatisfaction which is now driving the Highlanders into the other hemisphere.'    This dissatisfaction chiefly arose from the fact that the chiefs were 'gradually degenerating from patriarchal rulers to rapacious landlords.'   Ib. p. 86.    ' That the people may not fly from the increase of rent I know not whether the general good does not require that the landlords be, for a time, restrained in their demands, and kepthad not the common decencies of her tea-table ; we picked up our sugar with our fingers.'   Piozsi Letters, i. 138.
